
 

 

 

E-SPLOST VI  
Frequently Asked Questions 
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1. What is E-SPLOST?  E-SPLOST stands for Education Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. It is a one penny sales 

tax that allows for shared contribution to education, including visitors to the county who spend money on gas, food, 
hotels, and retail items.  

  
2. Do I pay E-SPLOST when I shop in other counties? Yes, all surrounding counties have E-SPLOST, so you are 

contributing to the neighboring school systems when you shop in other counties. 
 

3. Can E-SPLOST be used for regular staff salaries and any other expenditure? E-SPLOST can only be used for two 
things: capital expenditures and/or debt retirement. It cannot be used for regular (Maintenance & Operations) salaries or 
other expenses that are not considered capital expenditures.  
 

4. Why doesn’t RCPS use E-SPLOST for debt retirement? RCPS is a debt-free school system which is attributed to 
having E-SPLOST funding available.  
 

5. Why is E-SPLOST being considered now? E-SPLOST runs in five-year increments. Once E-SPLOST is passed by the 
citizens it will run for five years or until the total amount of the E-SPLOST is collected, whichever is first.  
 

6. How long has Rockdale County had E-SPLOST, and is this a new sales tax? Rockdale County has had E-SPLOST 
for nearly 25 years. No, this is not a new tax, it is simply continuing the nearly 25 years of E-SPLOST in Rockdale 
County.  
 

7. What oversight is there to ensure the school system is using the funds appropriately? RCPS provides monthly 
reports which are accessible to the public. In addition, independent auditors annually review every expenditure to ensure 
compliance. RCPS must use E-SPLOST funds in accordance with the referendum and RCPS has always been in 
compliance with E-SPLOST expenditures. 
 

8. Who determines what projects E-SPLOST will fund?  The school system gathers feedback from citizens, parents, 
school administrators, and other stakeholders for consideration. With this information, district leaders compiled a list of 
capital projects which can be funded by E-SPLOST over the five-year period. For E-SPLOST VI, these projects have 
been placed into four categories: Safety and Security, Teaching and Learning, Technology, and Facilities. The complete 
list of projects can be found at www.rockdaleschools.org/esplost 
 

9. What are some of the past projects that were funded with E-SPLOST? So many wonderful additions and 
improvements were made possible because of E-SPLOST funding. Some of the most notable include new school 
buildings such as the Rockdale Career Academy, Peek’s Chapel, C.J. Hicks, Rockdale Magnet School Annex, Pine Street 
and J.H. House. Other highly visible projects include the turf fields and improved tracks at all high schools. Others 
included new band uniforms, band instruments, upgrades to all middle and high school theatres, and equipment for 
specialty and choice programs. Some of the other prior projects include painting, roofing, HVAC, lighting, and many 
other projects that keep our facilities in great shape for our students, staff, and families. E-SPLOST has even purchased 
new buses to keep our fleet the best it can be! For a complete list of prior E-SPLOST projects please visit 
www.rockdaleschools.org/esplost. 

 

10. What if we did not have E-SPLOST? For nearly 25 years, Rockdale County citizens and visitors to Rockdale County 
have significantly contributed to E-SPLOST by way of purchases made within the county. If we did not have E-SPLOST, 
we still would have the obligation to fund the E-SPLOST expenditures. We would have to seriously consider increasing 
the millage rate and/or borrowing. The result would be more taxes for citizens beyond what E-SPLOST required. 
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